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Former 
Coggs aide 
received 
settlement 


Taxpayers paid $75,000 
to resolve allegations 


Jason Stein and Patrick Marley 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - Taxpayers shelled out 
$75,000 to resolve a sexual harassment 
and racial discrimination claim made by 
an aide to then-state senator and now 
City of Milwaukee Treasurer Spencer 
Coggs, settlement documents show. 

The allegations by Jana Williams 
made news in 2012 in the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel and oth- 
er outlets but Monday’s 
report was the first time 
that the 2015 settlement 
amount was made pub- 
lic. The Wisconsin State 
Journal first reported on 
the settlement. 

Also Monday, Senate 
Chief Clerk Jeff Renk and Assembly 
Chief Clerk Patrick Fuller revealed that 
besides the Williams case there have 
been three other undisclosed com- 
plaints of sexual harassment in the Leg- 
islature in the past decade — one more 
in the Senate and two more in the As- 
sembly. 

Coming amid a national wave of rev- 
elations about sexual harassment in the 
media and politics, the disclosures re- 
newed questions about the Legisla- 
ture’s policy not to release any details of 
these complaints and the investigations 
into them. An attorney for the Journal 
Sentinel asked legislative officials Mon- 
day to reconsider that decision and their 
denial of an open records request from 
the newspaper for the findings of these 
investigations. 

An administrative law judge in 2015 
found there was probable cause to be- 
lieve a former aide to Coggs was dis- 
criminated against because of her race 
and sex, according to documents ob- 
tained by the Milwaukee Journal Senti- 
nel. 

“Coggs both tolerated and contribut- 
ed to the creation of a hostile work envi- 
ronment in his office that consisted of 
both verbal and physical gestures di- 


Coggs 


See SETTLEMENT, Page 5A 
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Aurora and Advocate 
Health Care to merge 


rd 


Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center in Milwaukee. MICHAEL SEARS / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Deal will create 10th-largest nonprofit system in country 


Advocate 
Health Care 
Network 


Headquarters: 
Downers Grove, Ill. 


Hospitals: 12, 
including a 
children’s hospital 


Clinics and other 
sites of care: 450 


Employees: 
36,000* 


Revenue (2016): 
$5.6 billion 


Operating income 
(2016): 
$263.6 million 


Net income (2016): 
$597.6 million 


* As of Sept. 30 


Source: Advocate 
Health Care’s 
financial 
statements 


Guy Boulton Milwaukee Journal Sentinel | USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


urora Health Care, the largest health system in 


Wisconsin, and Advocate Health Care Network, 


the largest health system in Illinois, announced 


an agreement on Monday to combine their operations, a 


merger that would create the 10th-largest nonprofit 


health system in the country. 


The combined system would 
have annual revenue of $11 bil- 
lion, employ almost 70,000 
people, including more than 
3,300 physicians, and operate 
27 hospitals. 

Its operations would run 
from Bloomington, Ill., to Mari- 
nette. 

The combined system would 
be named Advocate Aurora 
Health and have a single board, 
with an equal number of direc- 
tors from Advocate and Aurora. 
Each system will continue to 
use its current name and main- 
tain its current headquarters. 

The planned merger, which 


must be approved by state and 
federal regulators, is expected 
to close by the middle of next 
year. 

It is a sign that the wave of 
mergers among health systems 
throughout the country is mov- 
ing toward creating regional 
systems with large geographic 
footprints. 

Aurora and Advocate are 
betting that size will result in 
additional financial strength 
and stability as well as econo- 
mies of scale for providing in- 
creasingly complex care to pa- 


See MERGER, Page 14A 


Aurora 
Health Care 


Headquarters: 
Milwaukee 


Hospitals: 15, 
including a 
psychiatric hospital 


Employees: 
33,000* 


Revenue (2016): 
$5.1 billion 


Operating income 
(2016): 
$373.3 million 


Net income (2016): 
$469.1 million 


* As of Dec. 31, 
2016 


Source: Aurora 
Health Care’s 
financial 
statements 
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Broken warrior finds healing water 


Veteran, organization give injured 
soldiers camaraderie, fly fishing 


Crocker Stephenson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 


USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Nick’s heart tightened as the trout moved. He felt all 
the old feeling. — Ernest Hemingway, “Big Two-Heart- 


ed River” 


The bomb that struck Saul Martinez’s vehicle dur- 


it beating. 


But Blake and Kyle ... their loss burrowed into Saul’s 
soul. How was he to make peace with their deaths? 
How was he to make peace with his survival? 

“There is not an hour in a day that goes by that I 
don’t think of them,” he says. 


ing the 2007 surge in Iraq mangled his legs and killed 


two friends: Sgt. Blake Stephens and Spec. Kyle Little. 


The Army did its best to patch Saul together. It pro- 
vided him with two prosthetic legs and pinned a Pur- 
ple Heart on his chest. 

Saul’s wife, Sarah, tended to the heart that pumped 
inside him. She loved him and gave him a reason keep 


See MARTINEZ, Page 10A 


Saul Martinez, who lost both legs during the 2007 
surge in Iraq, displays a trout caught at Warriors and 


Quiet Waters. See a video at jsonline.com/news. 
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Gov. Scott Walker is proceeding witha 


Testing for food stamps 
plan to drug test recipients. 3A 


Badgers win; Bucks lose 


UW holds on at Penn State, but Celtics end 
Milwaukee’s three-game win streak. 1B 
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